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'V\7 r HITE HOUSE insiders can hardly 
' y believe that Larry Higby has man- 
aged to ride out the Watergate storm, 
avoid the public spotlight and keep his job 
as a presidential deputy. 

Under the Byzantine regime of former 
staff chief H. R, Haldeman, the brusque, 
bookish Higby, still in his 20s, occupied 
the catbird's seat. He was Haldeman’s 
Haldeman. Few got past Haldeman in to 
see the President; few got past I-Iigby into 
see Haldeman. They were known around 
the White House as, “Big H” and “Little 


almost without exception. However, Higby 
has told the Senate Watergate investiga- 
tors quite a different story. He has sworn 
that he was not privy to the Watergate 
infoi mation, that Straehan dealt directly 
with Haldeman on this subject. 

Both Haldeman and Straehan have left 
the White House under a cloyd, but Higby 
remains on the payroll in good standing. 
Indeed, he received a pay raise last Feb- 
ruary. 

* * * 


^ Taking his cue from Haldeman, “Little 
H was curt, arrogant, insensitive. Sena- 
tors have complained to us that their calls 
to the President would be routed through 
Higby who handled them abruptly and, on 
at least one occasion, he kept a prominent 
Senator on hold. 
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* ' it j? 

fl IGBY was totally involved in almost 
x. ^ everything Haldeman did. Haldeman 
even stopped by in his White House limou- 
sine to pick up Higby in the mornings and 
to drop him off at his home in the eve- 
nings. Our White House sources insist Hig- 
by couldn t possibly have been unaware of 
Haldeman’s Watergate involvement. 

Specifically, they claim that Halde- 
man’s political aide, Gordon Straehan, 
who allegedly submitted the Watergate re- 
ports to Haldeman, went through Higby 


